Moree refuse to take foot off pedal

MOREE 167 QUIRINDI O
PIRATES 60 INVERELL 36
WALCHA 39 BARRABA 21

MOREE took out its frustra-
tions, after suffering its first
loss, on Quirindi on Saturday
blitzing the Lions 167-nil.

It was a round for big scores
with Pirates winning a 15-try
affair at Inverell 60-36.

Jake Douglas and Ben Good-
man both crossed twice for
Pirates while = Amanaki
Pakalani and Siaki Maea
scored doubles for the home
side.

At Walcha, Walcha won the
hattle of the Rams with a 39-21
win over their Barraba coun-
terparts.

Thehomesidesetthewinup
in the first half going into the
break 22-nil up.

Breakaways Will Fletcher
and Fred Kei were in the thick

of the try scoring with Fletcher
crossing for a double, and Kei
scoringa try and kicking a con-
version in hisfinal game for the
Rams.

Up at Moree the Bulls were
well-up athalf-time and itonly
gotworse for the Lions.

“We did talk about playing
for 80 minutes and we did
that,” Bulls coach Damien
Kellysaid.

“That was why we scored so
many tries. We kept trying.”

That was the thing that he
was most pleased about.

It would have been easy to
take their foot off the peddle,
butthey didn't.

They ran in 25 tries with
winger Jordon Cosh collecting
five.

They really caused the Lions
alot of problems on the edges
with fellow winger Sam Bagi-
calupo also crossing for three,

as did half-back Andrew Pauli
and prop John Adams.

Heath Riggs had a good day
with the bootand finished with
a personal haul of 45 points
from a tryand 20 conversions.

Kelly said the Lions never
gave up and praised them for
bringing up almost two sides.

Last year they didn't even
make the trip.

“They hungin,” he said.

Prop Marciu Latabua was
“everywhere” for the Bulls and
picked up the three points.
Adams got the two and Ben
Carrigan the one.

1 Meanwhile NSW Country
retained the Maher-Ross Cup
afterbeating Sydney Suburban
20-10 at Terrigal on Saturday.
Scone’s Ryan Jackson and
Pirates Josh Stewart played for
the Cockatoos with Stewart
beingnamed players’ player.

NARRABRI 38 TAMWORTH 17

NARRABRI made it two from two for its visits
to Tamworth this season on Saturday but
found it more of a battle than form suggested
or even the half-time score.

Tamworth really took it to its more-fancied
rivals in the second 40 and won the half, but
the Blue Boars had done the damage by then
and held on towin 38-17.

They showed their attacking brilliance in
the first half and raced away to a 31-nil half-
timelead.

That became 38-nil only a couple of min-
utes into the second half, but they failed to
score another point as the Magpies rallied.

Thehomesideenjoyed alotmore ofthe ball
and alot more of the territoryand turned that
into points.

“I thought we played 50 minutes of foot-
ball,” Blue Boars co-coach Hunter Harley
said.

“The other 30 we'll just forget about.”

The signs were ominous for the Magpies
whenthe Blue Boarsgot theballbackfrom the
kick-offand after rumblingit through the for-
wards for a few phases second rower Sam
Clements dove over.

The score quickly blew out, with a Michael
Cain penalty and quick tries to Matt Nott and
Tim O’Brien putting the Blue Boars up 24-nil
midway through the half. ;

O’Brien’s try summed up a lot of what was
goodaboutwhatthe Blue Boarsdidinthefirst
half- crisp passing, good supportplayandthe
forwards and backs working well.

From a lineout on their 22, after Tamworth
had kicked out on the full, five-eighth Henri

Red Devils' pack
awinning weapon

GUNNEDAH 57 SCONE 7

GUNNEDAH hammered Scone in the scrums
and on the scoreboard at Gunnedah on Satur- fullback Jarmnes Perrett.

daytoalmostassure themselvesaspotinthetop He bagged a double as did number eight Joe

tier. :
e = Gardiner.
The 57-7.winsees the Red Devils jump ahead Gardiner also picked up the three points.

_oftheBrumbiesandtightentheirgriponthetop -, 6ron Kesby got the two with Keegan
ﬁw“ : 3 .. Loughreyand Scott Mitchell sharing the one.
It gives us that two-game buffer,” Red Devils — pryympjes co-coach Ben McRae rejected the

co-coach Tim Walsh said. i claim they didn’t win a scrum but said they
And takes the pressure off for their trip to

Knight found second rower Henry Curtin,
who ran onto it at pace and made good
ground.

The Magpies defence got to him buthe was
able to get the offload away and in trying to
hold the Blue Boars out theyinfringed.

The Blue Boars turned down the points for
a scrum, from which half-back Matt Schwa-
ger drew the defence and then popped the
ball back inside to O'Brien.

Tom Lynch then secured them the four-try
bonus point a few minutes before the break
and when Luke Findley crossed early in the

possession. “Once we got into our patterns they -
didn’t get much ball,” Walsh said.
The backs were again hard to contain led by

struggled. Y :
Inverell in the lastround, provided they can win St‘?ﬁgglcd pretty much sums up the day for second it looked like a big score waslooming.
atleast one of their next two. them. But the Magpies were eventually able to

build a bit of pressure and some phases and
scored through winger Pat Strong.

The way they've been playing of late it's hard

“We didn't turn up,” McRae said.
to see them not, although even Walsh was sur-

Scone Cup weekend always causes a few

prised by the strength of Saturday’s headachesand bygamestarttheywere missing That seemed to lift the Magpies even more

performance. halfof their regular first grade side with a couple and they crossed another two times to take
They set the tone up front with the scrum  of pull-outs on Saturday morning. the second halfhonours.

dominant. “Itwas very disappointing,” he said Harley thought the second half wasa com-

“Scone never won a scrum. We pushed them  He thought they would find it tough but bination ofthem playing poorlyand the Mag-

offevery one,” Walsh said. thought they would have played better than pies irn'proving. ) : E
He said they've been working hard on their  theydid. Hedidn'thavealotofcomplaintabout their

scrum and with the injection of a bitof sizeitis ~ That’s not to take anything away from first half.

becoming a real weapon for them. Gunnedah. “We really stuck to our structure at the
The signs weren't that good early with the “Gunnedah played verywell. They were really start,” he said.

The backs particularly looked sharp.

Brumbies scoring within the first minute after S .
They had worked on playing a bit deeper

good,” McRae said.
the Red Devils muffed the kick-off.

As well as the scrum, discipline was also an

But they negated that a couple of minutes issue. and it paid dividends. . :
later, and goton abit ofaroll. “The penalty count was against us,” McRae _“The ball was beating the man a lot o
“We got to 28-7 pretty quickly,” Walsh said. said. times,” Harley said.

“The forwards kept it tight and then when
we'd sucked them in we put it through the
hands.”

It was for the Magpies a bit of a mini victory
winning the second half, but sadly an all too
familiar story.

“Not much happened the 10 either side of
half-time.”

“(But) We got our heads back on and started
going forward before we went wide and the  Lourens Le Grange was outstandingat break-
pointscame.” away and their best followed by skipper Martin

They pretty much starved the Brumbies of Feehan and centre Dale Robinson.
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“That’s something we've still got to work on.”
Thelossleaves them withalotofworktodoto
make the five.




